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Reproduction is authorised with prior permission from the author, except for commercial
purposes and provided that the source (EURATEX) is acknowledged. 

As from 2020, EURATEX decided to reshape the format, content and frequency of the annual
traditional reports, formerly known as the “Bulletins”. 
The 4 annual issues have been merged into two reports:

The Spring Report, an analysis of the EU textile & clothing external trade 
The Autumn Report, an economic analysis of the EU textile & clothing industry and short-
term prospects

EU Data in this report refers to EU-27 (2022).

"T&C" mentioned in this report refers to products categories which are based on the Combined
Nomenclature / Harmonised system: Textiles (HS chapters 50 to 60+63) and clothing (HS
chapters 61+62).

Data source: IHS, based on EUROSTAT

COPYRIGHT NOTICE
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FOREWORD

T h e  E U ’ s  I n d u s t r i a l  S t r a t e g y  a i m s  a t

s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o u r  r e s i l i e n c e  a n d  “ s t r a t e g i c

a u t o n o m y ” ;  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  c l o t h i n g  s e g m e n t ,

t h i s  i s  n o t  h a p p e n i n g .  I n s t e a d ,  o u r

d e p e n d e n c y  h a s  i n c r e a s e d ,  a n d  b e c o m e s

c r i t i c a l  i n  c e r t a i n  r a w  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  f i b r e s .  

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n ’ s  a m b i t i o n  i s  t o  p r o m o t e  –

a n d  p r e v a i l  –  h i g h  q u a l i t y  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e

t e x t i l e  p r o d u c t s .  T h e  E U  T e x t i l e  S t r a t e g y

c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  b y  2 0 3 0 ,  a l l  p r o d u c t s

p l a c e d  o n  t h e  S i n g l e  M a r k e t  –  r e g a r d l e s s

w h e r e  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  p r o d u c e d  -  s h a l l

c o m p l y  w i t h  a  n e w  s e t  o f  h i g h e r  s t a n d a r d s .

W i t h  i m p o r t s  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  g r o w  a n d  n o w

r e a c h i n g  € 1 4 0  b i l l i o n ,  i t  i s  q u e s t i o n a b l e  h o w

e f f e c t i v e  q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e s e  i m p o r t s

c a n  b e  o r g a n i s e d .  

I n  2 0 2 2 ,  E U  t r a d e  i n  t e x t i l e s  a n d  c l o t h i n g  h a s

e x c e e d e d ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  € 2 0 0

b i l l i o n  m a r k .  T h i s  c o n f i r m s  o n c e  a g a i n  t h a t

“ t e x t i l e s ”  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  g l o b a l i s e d  s e c t o r s  o f

t h e  E u r o p e a n  e c o n o m y ,  a n d  h e n c e  t h e

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t a k i n g  t h a t  g l o b a l  d i m e n s i o n  i n t o

a c c o u n t  w h e n  d e s i g n i n g  E U  a n d  n a t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s .

F a i l i n g  t o  d o  s o  m a y  h a v e  a  d e v a s t a t i n g  e f f e c t  o n

t h e  g l o b a l  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n

t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y .

T h i s  r e c o r d  g r o w t h  o f  t o t a l  t r a d e  i s  m a i n l y  d u e  t o

a  s h a r p  i n c r e a s e  o f  c l o t h i n g  i m p o r t s  ( + 3 6 , 6 %  i n

v a l u e ) ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f r o m  C h i n a  a n d  B a n g l a d e s h ,

w h i c h  o u t w e i g h s  o u r  e x p o r t  p e r f o r m a n c e .  A s  a

r e s u l t ,  t h e  E U ’ s  t r a d e  d e f i c i t  i n  t e x t i l e s  a n d

c l o t h i n g  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  t o  € 7 0  b i l l i o n ,  w h i c h  i s

4 8 %  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  y e a r  b e f o r e .  

S u c h  a  g r o w i n g  d e f i c i t  i s  a  c a u s e  f o r  c o n c e r n ,  a t

l e a s t  o n  3  l e v e l s :

R a t h e r  t h a n  f o c u s  o n l y  o n  i m p o r t s ,  w e  a l s o

n e e d  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  o u r  e f f o r t s  o n  t h e  E U ’ s

e x p o r t  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  s o  a s  t o  r e b a l a n c e  o u r

t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d .

E U  c o m p a n i e s  a r e  w o r l d  l e a d e r  i n  h i g h  e n d

f a s h i o n  p r o d u c t s  a n d  i n  t e c h n i c a l  t e x t i l e s .

M o r e  n e e d s  t o  b e  d o n e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e i r

a c t i v i t i e s  i n  e s t a b l i s h e d  m a r k e t s  b u t  a l s o

e m e r g i n g  e c o n o m i e s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e

o n g o i n g  F T A  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  I n d i a  s h o u l d

f o c u s  o n  i m p r o v i n g  m a r k e t  a c c e s s  a n d

e n s u r e  “ f a i r ”  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  l o c a l

c o m p a n i e s .

M a r k e t  s u r v e i l l a n c e  w i l l  n e e d  t o  b e  s t e p p e d  u p

m a s s i v e l y ,  w i t h o u t  b e c o m i n g  a  b a r r i e r  t o  t r a d e . -  

A s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h i s  2 0 2 2  r e p o r t ,  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o

d i f f e r e n t i a t e  b e t w e e n  t r a d e  i n  v a l u e  a n d  i n

v o l u m e .  E U ’ s  e x p o r t  o f  t e x t i l e  p r o d u c t s  h a s

i n c r e a s e d  b y  1 3 %  i n  v a l u e ,  b u t  a c t u a l l y  d r o p p e d

b y  n e a r l y  7 %  i n  v o l u m e .  T h i s  o b v i o u s l y  r e f l e c t s

t h e  v e r y  h i g h  i n f l a t i o n  f i g u r e s  f r o m  l a s t  y e a r ,

c a u s e d  i n i t i a l l y  b y  t h e  r i s i n g  e n e r g y  p r i c e s  a n d

c h a n g i n g  c e n t r a l  b a n k  p o l i c i e s .  T h i s  i n  t u r n

l e a d s  t o  u n c e r t a i n t y  w i t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r ,

r e s u l t i n g  i n  l o w  d e m a n d  a n d  g l o o m y  p r o s p e c t s

f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  v a l u e  c h a i n .  

I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  r e s t o r e  t h a t  c o n s u m e r

c o n f i d e n c e ,  w h i l e  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  e n e r g y  p r i c e s

a t  a  r e a s o n a b l e  l e v e l  a n d  e n s u r e  a  l e v e l  p l a y i n g

f i e l d  f o r  a l l  o p e r a t o r s  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y .  O n

t h a t  b a s i s ,  E u r o p e a n  c o m p a n i e s  c a n  p r o s p e r  a n d

o f f e r  q u a l i t y  j o b s  t o  1 . 3  m i l l i o n  w o r k e r s .

D i r k  V a n t y g h e m

D i r e c t o r  G e n e r a l

 



Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
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E u r o p e  
i s  t h e  wor ld

second  expor te r  o f
T e x t i l e  &  C l o t h i n g ,

a f t e r  C h i n a

+30%  
s u r g e  o f  E U

impor t s '  v a l u e  d u e
t o  a  r i s e  i n  c l o t h i n g

f r o m  C h i n a  &
B a n g l a d e s h

 

+15%
i n c r e a s e  o f  E U  T & C

expor t s '  v a l u e
( - 4 . 5 %  i n  v o l u m e ) ,

r e s u l t i n g  m a i n l y
f r o m  p r i c e s '

i n c r e a s e s
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EU TRADE HIGHLIGHTS
2022

Units: Billion EUR
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EU TRADE HIGHLIGHTS
2022

R u s s i a ’ s  w a r  o n  U k r a i n e ,  w h i c h  s t a r t e d  i n  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 2 ,  a n d  t h e  d i s r u p t i o n s  i n  t r a d e  c a u s e d
a  r a p i d  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  e c o n o m i c  o u t l o o k .  I t  a d d s  t o  p r e - e x i s t i n g  i n f l a t i o n a r y  p r e s s u r e s
b y  s t r o n g l y  r a i s i n g  e n e r g y -  a n d  c o m m o d i t y  p r i c e s ,  e x a c e r b a t e s  i m b a l a n c e s  i n  s u p p l y  a n d
d e m a n d ,  a n d  w e a k e n s  t h e  p u r c h a s i n g  p o w e r  o f  h o u s e h o l d s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  W T O ,
g e o p o l i t i c a l  t e n s i o n s ,  i n f l a t i o n ,  e n e r g y  a n d  o t h e r  c o m m o d i t y  p r i c e s ,  a n d  t h e  l i n g e r i n g  e f f e c t s
o f  C O V I D - 1 9  w e r e  t h e  m a i n  f a c t o r s  i m p a c t i n g  w o r l d  t r a d e  a n d  o u t p u t  i n  2 0 2 2 .  T h e  v a l u e  o f
w o r l d  m e r c h a n d i s e  t r a d e  r o s e  1 2 % ,  i n f l a t e d  i n  p a r t  b y  h i g h  g l o b a l  c o m m o d i t y  p r i c e s .  

S i m i l a r l y ,  E U  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  t r a d e ,  m e a s u r e d  b y  t h e  a v e r a g e  o f  t h e  €  v a l u e  o f  e x p o r t s
a n d  i m p o r t s ,  r o s e  2 5 %  i n  2 0 2 2  t o  €  1 0 2 . 6  b i l l i o n .  A m o n g  t h e  s e c t o r s ,  t o t a l  t r a d e  v a l u e  i n
t e x t i l e s  w a s  u p  1 5 % ,  w h i l e  t r a d e  i n  c l o t h i n g  a r t i c l e s  j u m p e d  b y  3 1 % .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i m p o r t  a n d
e x p o r t  u n i t  p r i c e s  w e n t  u p  i n  t e x t i l e s  a n d  c l o t h i n g  p r o d u c t s  b y ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y  + 2 4 %  a n d  + 2 1 % .

S i n c e  s t r o n g  p r i c e  m o v e m e n t s  t e n d  t o  d i s t o r t  t r a d e  s t a t i s t i c s  i n  v a l u e  t e r m s ,  i t  m a k e s  s e n s e
t o  a l s o  f o c u s  o n  v o l u m e s  w h e n  a n a l y s i n g  t r a d e  d e v e l o p m e n t s .  E U  t r a d e  i n c r e a s e  i n  v o l u m e s
w a s  m u c h  l o w e r  ( + 1 . 6 % ,  a s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  + 2 5 %  i n  v a l u e ) ,  f o l l o w i n g  r e d u c e d  d e m a n d  i n
t e x t i l e s  f r o m  E x t r a - E U  p a r t n e r s .  D e s p i t e  d e c l i n e s  i n  t e x t i l e s  l a s t  y e a r ,  E U  t r a d e  v o l u m e s  w e r e
s t i l l  0 . 4 %  h i g h e r  t h a n  i n  2 0 1 9  ( t h e  p r e - C o v i d  y e a r ) .

EU  expor t s  and  impor t s  t rade  evo lu t ion  in  2022 ,  compared  to  2021 :

L o o k i n g  f o r w a r d ,  t h e  p a c e  o f  w o r l d  t r a d e  e x p a n s i o n  i n  2 0 2 3  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  s l u g g i s h ,
w e i g h e d  d o w n  b y  t h e  o n g o i n g  w a r  i n  U k r a i n e ,  p e r s i s t e n t l y  h i g h  i n f l a t i o n ,  t i g h t e r  m o n e t a r y
p o l i c y  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  u n c e r t a i n t y .  



   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
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EXTRA EU-27 YEARLY EVOLUTION OF T&C TRADE, 
IN VALUE
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EXPORTS
2022
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Tex t i l e  &  c lo th ing  expor t s  reached  €67  B i l l i on  in  2022 ,  w i t h  t e x t i l e s

r e p r e s e n t i n g  4 3 %  o f  t o t a l  e x p o r t s  a n d  c l o t h i n g  p r o d u c t s  5 7 % .  E x t r a - E U  e x p o r t s

p i c k e d  u p  b y  + 1 5 %  i n  v a l u e  ( €  + 9  b i l l i o n )  b u t  w e n t  d o w n  b y  4 . 5 %  i n  v o l u m e ,

r e s u l t i n g  i n  a  2 1 %  a v e r a g e  p r i c e s ’  i n c r e a s e  o f  e x p o r t e d  p r o d u c t s  i n  2 0 2 2 .  U n d e r

t h i s  i n f l a t i o n a r y  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  t h e  p r i c e s  o f  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  a r t i c l e s

i n c r e a s e d  i n  a l l  c a t e g o r i e s  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  s i l k  a n d  c o t t o n  y a r n ,  a s  w e l l  a s

i n  t h e  k n i t w e a r  s e g m e n t .
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EXPORTS  IN
2022

TEXTILE AND CLOTHING
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EXPORTS  IN
2022

TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

L o o k i n g  a t  t h e  p r o d u c t  b r e a k d o w n  w i t h i n  t h e  s e c t o r ,  e x p o r t s ’  s h a r e s  s h o w e d  d i f f e r e n t  t r a d i n g  p a t t e r n s

i n  v a l u e  a n d  i n  v o l u m e .  D e s p i t e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  o n l y  1 2 %  o f  t o t a l  e x p o r t s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t o n n e s ,  t h e

c l o t h i n g  p r o d u c t s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  5 7 %  o f  t o t a l  v a l u e s  s h i p p e d  w o r l d w i d e  ( 4 8 %  i n  2 0 1 0 ) ,  t h a n k s  t o  t h e

v e r y  h i g h  a v e r a g e  p r i c e  o f  E U  p r o d u c t s .  E u r o p e a n  c o m p a n i e s  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e i r  s t r o n g  m a r k e t  p o s i t i o n

i n  h i g h - e n d  p r o d u c t s ,  a  t r e n d  t h a t  w a s  i n i t i a t e d  j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  2 0 0 8 - 2 0 0 9  f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s .
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EXPORTS  IN
2022

TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

A s  s h o w n  i n  t h e  g r a p h  b e l o w ,  m o s t  s e g m e n t s  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y  w e r e  a b l e  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  e x p o r t  i n

v a l u e ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  c a r p e t s .  B y  c o n t r a s t ,  d a t a  i n  v o l u m e  s h o w e d  b a d  p e r f o r m a n c e s  o f  E U

e x p o r t e r s  i n  o t h e r  s e c t o r s ,  s u c h  a s  k n i t t e d  f a b r i c s ,  t e c h n i c a l  t e x t i l e s ,  n a t u r a l  a s  w e l l  a s  m a n - m a d e

f i b e r s .

*exclude other technical textiles from 
HS Chapters 30, 39, 40, 48, 68, 69, 70 and 96



   T&C: Textile and Clothing 
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
   Data source: IHS, based on EUROSTAT

EXPORTS  IN
2022

TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

D u r i n g  t h e  y e a r ,  t h e  g o o d  p e r f o r m a n c e s  o f  E U  e x p o r t s  t o  t h i r d  m a r k e t s ,  i n  v a l u e ,  w e r e  d u e  t o  a  s t e e p

i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  E U  t o p - 1 0  c u s t o m e r s .  T h e  e x p o r t s ’  j u m p  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  E U  t o p - 5  m a r k e t s

r e p r e s e n t e d  a l m o s t  5 0 %  o f  t o t a l  g a i n s .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  E U  s a l e s  o f  t e x t i l e  &  c l o t h i n g  f e l l  s h a r p l y  t o

R u s s i a  ( - 3 5 % ) ,  f o l l o w i n g  E U  s a n c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  R u s s i a ,  a p p l i e d  s i n c e  t h e  e n d  o f  Q 1  2 0 2 2 .   
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€ 29 billion  

5 Mio Ton

Value in 2022

Volume in 2022
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T h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  T u r k e y  w e r e  t h e  m a i n  c u s t o m e r s  o f  E U  t e x t i l e s ,  w i t h  a  m a r k e t

s h a r e  o f  3 0 %  o f  t o t a l  e x p o r t s .  D e s p i t e  a  1 3 . 5 %  i n c r e a s e  i n  v a l u e ,  C h i n a  i s  n o w  r a n k i n g  4 t h  a f t e r  T u r k e y .

T e x t i l e s ’  e x p o r t s  w e n t  u p  s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  f o l l o w i n g  a n  i n c r e a s e  o n  E U  t o p  m a r k e t s :  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  ( + 1 2 . 8 % ) ,

t h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  ( + 1 . 8 % ) ,  T u r k e y  ( + 1 7 . 3 % ) ,  C h i n a  ( + 1 3 . 5 % ) ,  M o r o c c o  ( + 2 1 % ) ,  S w i t z e r l a n d  ( + 8 . 5 % ) ,  T u n i s i a

( + 2 7 % ) ,  M e x i c o  ( + 8 7 % ) ,  U k r a i n e  ( + 6 . 3 % )  a n d  N o r w a y  ( + 4 . 7 % ) .

S P R I N G  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3  •  P A G E  1 4  

EXPORTS
EU expor t s  o f  tex t i l e s  r o s e  i n  v a l u e  b u t  p l u m m e t e d  i n

v o l u m e ,  r e f l e c t i n g  a  2 1 %  i n c r e a s e  i n  u n i t  p r i c e s .  I n  2 0 2 2 ,

e x p o r t s  r e a c h e d  a l m o s t  € 2 9  b i l l i o n  a n d  5  m i l l i o n  t o n n e s

r e s p e c t i v e l y :

TEXTILES
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EXPORTS
Techn i ca l  t ex t i l e s  w e r e  t h e  m a i n  e x p o r t e d  p r o d u c t  f r o m  E U - 2 7 ,  r e a c h i n g  3 0 %  o f  t o t a l  t e x t i l e s ’  e x p o r t s  ( € 8 . 7

b i l l i o n  a n d  a l m o s t  1  m i l l i o n  t o n n e s ) .  Woven  fabr i c s  w e r e  t h e  s e c o n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  p r o d u c t s  i n  t e r m s  o f

v a l u e  s h a r e ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  2 5 %  o f  t o t a l  e x p o r t s  ( € 7  b i l l i o n ) .

TEXTILES



€ 39 billion  

673 K Ton

Value in 2022

Volume in 2022
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L a s t  y e a r ,  E U  e x p o r t s  t o  t h i r d  c o u n t r i e s  w e r e  p e r f o r m i n g  b e t t e r

t h a n  r e t a i l  s a l e s  ( t h e r e  w a s  c o n t i n u e d  f e e d b a c k  f r o m  r e t a i l e r s

s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  c o n s u m e r s  a r e  c u t t i n g  b a c k  o n  s p e n d i n g  b e c a u s e

o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  a n d  p r i c e s ) .  A s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,

e x p o r t s  o f  c l o t h i n g  a r t i c l e s  h a v e  s h o w n  h e a l t h y  g r o w t h  o v e r  t h e

l a s t  y e a r .  A s  d i s p l a y e d  i n  t h e  g r a p h  b e l o w ,  c l o t h i n g  e x p o r t s  f r o m

E U  M e m b e r  S t a t e s  e x p a n d e d  b y  1 7 . 2 %  i n  v a l u e ,  a n d  1 7 . 6 %  i n

v o l u m e :

T h i s  r i s e  i n  t h e  2 0 2 2  e x p o r t s  w a s  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  p o s i t i v e  e v o l u t i o n  i n  m o s t  E U ’ s  t o p  c u s t o m e r s :

S w i t z e r l a n d  ( + 7 . 8 % ) ,  t h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  ( + 6 . 8 % ) ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  ( + 4 9 % ) ,  C h i n a  ( + 4 . 9 % ) ,  S o u t h  K o r e a

( + 3 2 % ) ,  H o n g  K o n g  ( + 1 . 9 % ) ,  J a p a n  ( + 1 9 % ) ,  N o r w a y  ( + 1 3 % ) ,  a n d  T u r k e y  ( + 8 9 % ) .  W i t h  a  - 3 7 %  p l u n g e  i n  v a l u e

a n d  - 5 1 %  i n  v o l u m e ,  R u s s i a  b e c a m e  t h e  9 t h  e x p o r t  m a r k e t  f o r  E u r o p e a n  a p p a r e l  ( f r o m  5 t h  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r ) ;

t h i s  m a r k e t  h a s  b e e n  l a r g e l y  i m p a c t e d  b y  t h e  w a r  a n d  E U  s a n c t i o n s  c o v e r i n g  i . e .  l u x u r y  i t e m s  a b o v e  € 3 0 0 .  

T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ’  m a r k e t  s h a r e  i n c r e a s e d  b y  m o r e  t h a n  5 5 %  b e t w e e n  2 0 2 0  a n d  2 0 2 2 ,  g o i n g  f r o m

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  8  t o  1 2  % .  T h e  E U  t o p - 3  c u s t o m e r s  ( t h e  U K ,  S w i t z e r l a n d  a n d  t h e  U S )  s t i l l  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  4 4 %  o f

t h e  t o t a l  E U - 2 7  c u s t o m e r s  i n  2 0 2 2 .
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EXPORTS
CLOTHING
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EXPORTS
W i t h  a n  e x p o r t  m a r k e t  s h a r e  o f  r e s p e c t i v e l y  4 0 %  a n d  3 8 %  ( i n  v a l u e ) ,  w o m e n ' s  c l o t h i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r

g a r m e n t s  ( i n c l u d i n g  b a b i e s ’  g a r m e n t ,  T - s h i r t s ,  h o s i e r y  a n d  c l o t h i n g  a c c e s s o r i e s )  w e r e  t h e  m a i n  p r o d u c t

c l a s s e s  e x p o r t e d  b y  t h e  E U .  T h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  a  m o d e r a t e  d e c r e a s e  i n  v a l u e  ( - 1  p e r c e n t a g e  p o i n t s )  a n d  i n

v o l u m e  ( - 2  p o i n t s ) ,  w h i l e  m e n ’ s  a n d  o t h e r  g a r m e n t s ’  m a r k e t  s h a r e s  i n c r e a s e d  a s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  2 0 2 1 .

CLOTHING
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IMPORTS
2022



I n  2 0 2 2 ,  the  EU-27  impor t s  jumped  by  30% in  va lue  ( €  + 3 1 . 8  b i l l i o n  a s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r )

a n d  e x p a n d e d  b y  a  l i t t l e  l e s s  t h a n  5 %  i n  v o l u m e ,  t r a n s l a t i n g  i n t o  a  2 4 %  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  i m p o r t  u n i t  p r i c e s  a s

c o m p a r e d  w i t h  2 0 2 1 .  T h i s  n o t i c e a b l e  i n c r e a s e  w a s  d r i v e n  b y  a  s u r g e  i n  i m p o r t s  f r o m  C h i n a  a n d  B a n g l a d e s h .

L a s t  y e a r ,  t h e  E U  w a s  s o u r c i n g  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  o f  c l o t h i n g  a r t i c l e s  f r o m  t h e s e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s .

T h e  T & C  i m p o r t s ’  s h a r e s  i n  v a l u e  a n d  v o l u m e  d i v e r g e :

Tex t i l e  p r o d u c t s  r e p r e s e n t e d  · o n l y  2 8 %  o f  t o t a l  i m p o r t s  i n  v a l u e ,  a g a i n s t  6 2 %  i n  v o l u m e ;

 

w h i l e  c lo th ing  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  7 2 %  o f  t o t a l  i m p o r t s  i n  v a l u e ,  a g a i n s t  3 8 %  i n  v o l u m e .  

   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
   Data source:  IHS, based on EUROSTAT

IMPORTS  IN
2022

TEXTILE AND CLOTHING
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IMPORTS  IN
2022

TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

S i m i l a r l y ,  i m p o r t s ’  s h a r e s  s h o w e d  d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n s  i n  v a l u e  a n d  i n  v o l u m e  w h e n  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  m o r e

s p e c i f i c  p r o d u c t  b r e a k d o w n .  W o m e n ’ s  c l o t h i n g  ( 2 6 %  i n  v a l u e  |  1 2 %  i n  v o l u m e )  a n d  o t h e r  g a r m e n t s

k n i t t e d  a n d  w o v e n  ( 2 8 %  i n  v a l u e  |  1 6 %  i n  v o l u m e )  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  m a i n  s e g m e n t s ,  b o t h  i n  v a l u e  a n d

v o l u m e ,  w h i l e  o t h e r  m a i n  s e g m e n t s  w e r e  m e n ' s  c l o t h i n g  ( 1 8 %  i n  v a l u e  |  9 %  i n  v o l u m e )  a n d  t e c h n i c a l

t e x t i l e s  ( 8 %  i n  v a l u e  |  1 6 %  i n  v o l u m e ) :
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IMPORTS  IN
2022

TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

Men's  c lo th ing  r e c o r d e d  t h e  s h a r p e s t  g r o w t h  i n  v a l u e  a m o n g  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  i m p o r t e d  p r o d u c t s  i n

2 0 2 2  ( a l m o s t  + 5 0 % ) ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  m a n - m a d e  f i b r e s ,  n a t u r a l  f i b e r s ,  w o m e n ’ s  c l o t h i n g ,  o t h e r  g a r m e n t s

a n d  w o v e n  f a b r i c s  ( b e t w e e n  + 3 2 %  a n d  + 4 3 % ) .  S i m i l a r l y ,  y a r n s  a n d  t h r e a d s ,  h o m e  t e x t i l e s ,  k n i t t e d

f a b r i c s  a n d  c a r p e t s  r e c o r d e d  s t r o n g  r i s e s  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r .  B y  c o n t r a s t ,  i m p o r t s  o f  t e c h n i c a l  t e x t i l e s

r e g i s t e r e d  a  d e c l i n e  i n  v a l u e  a n d  v o l u m e .  T h i s  d o w n w a r d  t r e n d  w a s  m o s t l y  d u e  t o  a n  a d j u s t m e n t  w h i c h

s t a r t e d  i n  2 0 2 1 ,  a f t e r  t h e  s u r g e  i n  i m p o r t  o f  p e r s o n a l  p r o t e c t i v e  e q u i p m e n t  n e e d e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e a k  o f

t h e  c o r o n a v i r u s  c r i s i s  i n  E u r o p e .  

*exclude other technical textiles from 
HS Chapters 30, 39, 40, 48, 68, 69, 70 and 96
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IMPORTS  IN
2022

TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

I m p o r t s  f r o m  m o s t  E U  t o p  s u p p l i e r s  r e c o r d e d  p o s i t i v e  t r e n d s  i n  v a l u e .  I m p o r t s  f r o m  E U  t o p  s u p p l i e r ,

C h i n a ,  s u r g e d  b y  2 3 % ,  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  + € 8  b i l l i o n .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i m p o r t s  f r o m  B a n g l a d e s h  j u m p e d  b y

5 2 %  o v e r  t h e  p e r i o d  u n d e r  r e v i e w .  A s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  a l m o s t  h a l f  o f  t e x t i l e s  &  c l o t h i n g  i m p o r t e d  b y  t h e

E U  w e r e  c o m i n g  f r o m  t h e s e  t w o  s u p p l i e r  c o u n t r i e s .  B y  c o n t r a s t ,  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  i m p o r t s  f r o m  t h e

U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f a l l  s i n c e  B r e x i t ,  r e c o r d i n g  a n o t h e r  d e c r e a s e  i n  2 0 2 2  ( - 1 0 % ,  e q u a l  t o

€ - 3 2 1  m i l l i o n ) .  



€ 39 billion  

8 Mio Ton

Value in 2022

Volume in 2022
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T e x t i l e  i m p o r t s  s h o w e d  a n  u p w a r d  t r e n d  i n  v a l u e  a c r o s s  m o s t  E U - t o p  p a r t n e r s :  C h i n a ,  t h e  E U  f i r s t  s u p p l i e r

w i t h  a  m a r k e t  s h a r e  o f  3 7 % ,  r e c o r d e d  a  9 %  i n c r e a s e  i n  2 0 2 2  ( a f t e r  d e c l i n i n g  b y  - 5 3 %  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r ,

f o l l o w i n g  a n  a d j u s t m e n t  a f t e r  t h e  b o o m  i n  m a d e - u p  t e x t i l e s ,  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  p a n d e m i c  n e e d s ) .  S i m i l a r l y ,

i m p o r t s  f r o m  o t h e r  m a i n  s u p p l i e r s  r o s e  s h a r p l y :  T u r k e y  ( + 1 3 . 7 % ) ,  P a k i s t a n  ( + 3 7 % ) ,  I n d i a  ( + 2 1 % ) ,  t h e  U n i t e d

S t a t e s  ( + 3 8 . 5 % ) ,  S o u t h  K o r e a  ( + 2 5 . 6 % ) ,  V i e t n a m  ( + 4 6 . 5 % ) ,  J a p a n  ( + 3 3 . 2 % )  a n d  S w i t z e r l a n d  ( + 1 1 . 7 % ) .  O n  t h e

o t h e r  s i d e ,  E U  i m p o r t s  f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  w e n t  f u r t h e r  d o w n ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  B r i t a i n ’ s  e x i t  f r o m  t h e  E U .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  S & P  G l o b a l ,  “ i n c r e a s e d  r e d  t a p e  i n  U K - E U  t r a d e  h a d  d a m a g e d  t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  o f  s m a l l e r

B r i t i s h  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  e s p e c i a l l y ,  s i n c e  t h e y  h a v e  f e w e r  r e s o u r c e s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  i t ” .

S P R I N G  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3  •  P A G E  2 3

IMPORTS
Tex t i l e  impor t s  f rom Ex t ra -EU  count r ies  c l imbed  by

+15 .7% in  va lue ,  b u t  s l i p p e d  b a c k  i n  v o l u m e  b y  - 1 . 6 %

( c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 2 1 ) ,  a c h i e v i n g  € 3 9  b i l l i o n  a n d  8  m i l l i o n  t o n s

r e s p e c t i v e l y :  

TEXTILES
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IMPORTS
D e s p i t e  a  1 . 4 %  r e d u c t i o n ,  t e c h n i c a l  t e x t i l e s  w a s  s t i l l  t h e  m a i n  p r o d u c t  c a t e g o r y  i m p o r t e d  b y  t h e  E U 2 7 ,  w i t h

€ 1 1 . 5  b i l l i o n  b o u g h t  i n  2 0 2 2 .  T h i s  s e g m e n t  r e p r e s e n t e d  2 9 %  i n  v a l u e  o f  t o t a l  t e x t i l e s ’  i m p o r t s ,  a g a i n s t  3 5 %

i n  2 0 2 1  a n d  6 1 %  i n  2 0 2 0 .  W o v e n  f a b r i c s  a n d  h o m e  t e x t i l e s ’  i m p o r t s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  a  l e s s  s i z e a b l e  s h a r e  o f

t o t a l  i m p o r t s  ( a m o u n t i n g  t o  r e s p e c t i v e l y  € 6 . 7  a n d  € 6 . 9  b i l l i o n ) ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  y a r n s  a n d  t h r e a d s  ( € 5 . 4  b i l l i o n ) :

TEXTILES



€ 99 billion  

4.6 Mio Ton

Value in 2022

Volume in 2022
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B a n g l a d e s h ’ s  m a r k e t  s h a r e  i s  i n c r e a s i n g  b y  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  1 %  p o i n t  a n n u a l l y  s i n c e  2 0 0 8 ,  f r o m  a p p r o x i m a t e l y

7 %  t o  2 2  %  t o d a y .  T h i s  s u p p l i e r  a c h i e v e d  a n  a l l - t i m e  h i g h  i n  t h e  v a l u e  o f  i t s  e x p o r t s  t o  t h e  E U ,  r e a c h i n g

a l m o s t  € 2 2  b i l l i o n  i n  2 0 2 2 ,  w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t s  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  5 3 %  c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 2 1 .  C h i n a ,  B a n g l a d e s h  a n d

T u r k e y  r e p r e s e n t e d  a l m o s t  6 3 %  o f  E U 2 7  c l o t h i n g ’  i m p o r t s  i n  2 0 2 2 .  D u e  t o  t h e i r  l a r g e  m a r k e t  s h a r e ,  t h e  E U

i m p o r t  g r o w t h  f r o m  t h e s e  3  s u p p l i e r s  ( + 3 7 %  o n  a v e r a g e )  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  a  € + 1 6 . 7  b i l l i o n  i n c r e a s e  i n  c l o t h i n g

a r t i c l e s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  i m p o r t s  f r o m  o t h e r  E U  t o p  s u p p l i e r s  e x p a n d e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  o v e r  t h e  p e r i o d :  I n d i a

( + 3 6 . 3 % ) ,  V i e t n a m  ( + 5 4 . 2 % ) ,  P a k i s t a n  ( + 4 4 . 4 % ) ,  C a m b o d i a  ( + 5 4 . 2 % ) ,  M y a n m a r  ( + 8 6 . 5 % ) ,  M o r o c c o  ( + 2 0 . 2 % )

a n d  T u n i s i a  ( + 2 4 . 6 % ) .  
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IMPORTS
CLOTHING

W i t h  a n o t h e r  s h a r p  i n c r e a s e  i n  v a l u e  i n  2 0 2 2 ,  c l o t h i n g  i m p o r t s

w e r e  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n  t e r m s  o f  t o t a l  t r a d e  f l o w s ,  r e a c h i n g  a  n e w

r e c o r d  h i g h  w i t h  a l m o s t  € 1 0 0  b i l l i o n  s o u r c e d  f r o m  t h i r d

c o u n t r i e s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  E U  i m p o r t s  r e g i s t e r e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c r e a s e

i n  v o l u m e s ,  r e a c h i n g  4 , 6 0 0  k  t o n s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  c l o t h i n g

m a r k e t  s h a r e  i n  t o t a l  T & C  i m p o r t s  r e a c h e d  7 2 %  i n  v a l u e  ( f r o m

6 8 %  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r )  a n d  3 8 %  i n  v o l u m e  ( f r o m  3 3 % ) .
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IMPORTS
W i t h  a n  i m p o r t  m a r k e t  s h a r e  o f  4 0 %  i n  v a l u e  a n d  4 3 %  i n  v o l u m e ,  “ o t h e r  g a r m e n t s ”  ( i n c l u d i n g  b a b i e s ’  g a r m e n t ,  T -

s h i r t s ,  p u l l o v e r s ,  s p e c i a l  g a r m e n t s ,  h o s i e r y  a n d  c l o t h i n g  a c c e s s o r i e s )  w a s  t h e  m a i n  p r o d u c t  c a t e g o r y  i m p o r t e d  b y

t h e  E U .  T h i s  w a s  m a i n l y  d u e  t o  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  a m o u n t  o f  E U  i m p o r t s  o f  t - s h i r t s ,  j e r s e y s ,  p u l l o v e r s  a n d  c a r d i g a n s ,

w h i c h  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  2 4 %  o f  t o t a l  c l o t h i n g  i m p o r t s .  T o d a y ,  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h e s e  a r t i c l e s  a r e  s o u r c e d  i n  C h i n a

a n d  B a n g l a d e s h .  W o m e n ' s  c l o t h i n g  w a s  a l s o  a n  i m p o r t a n t  c l a s s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  m a r k e t  s h a r e  o f  3 6 %  o f  E U 2 7

c l o t h i n g  i m p o r t s  i n  v a l u e .

CLOTHING
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T h e  European  Un ion ' s  t rade  de f i c i t  reached

-70  b i l l i on  EUR  in  2022  ( f r o m  - 4 8  b i l l i o n  t h e

p r e v i o u s  y e a r ) ,  a  s t r o n g  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  r e s u l t i n g

f r o m  a  s h a r p  i n c r e a s e  o f  c l o t h i n g  i m p o r t s  f r o m

C h i n a  a n d  B a n g l a d e s h .  A s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  t h e

s h a r e  o f  c l o t h i n g  i n  t h e  E U  d e f i c i t  h a s  i n c r e a s e d

f r o m  8 2 %  t o  8 5 % .  T h e  t e x t i l e  s e c t o r  a c c o u n t e d

f o r  o n l y  1 5 %  o f  t h e  t o t a l  t r a d e  d e f i c i t  ( a g a i n s t

1 8 %  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r ) .  

A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t h e  expor t  coverage  ra t io

( e x p o r t  o v e r  i m p o r t )  d e t e r i o r a t e d ,  f a l l i n g  f r o m

5 5 %  i n  2 0 2 1  t o  4 9 %  l a s t  y e a r .
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I n  2 0 2 2 ,  t h e  E U  h a d  a  n e g a t i v e  t r a d e  b a l a n c e  i n  v a l u e  w i t h  a l m o s t  a l l  T & C  s u b - s e c t o r s ,  w i t h  t h e

e x c e p t i o n  o f  w o v e n  f a b r i c s  a n d  w o r n  a r t i c l e s .

*exclude other technical textiles from 
HS Chapters 30, 39, 40, 48, 68, 69, 70 and 96
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T a k i n g  a  r e g i o n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  a m o n g  t h e  m a i n  Euromed count r ies ,  t h e  E U  t r a d e  s u r p l u s  c o n t i n u e d  t o

i m p r o v e  w i t h  S w i t z e r l a n d  ( + 6 % )  a n d  N o r w a y  ( + 7 % ) .  B y  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  E U  t r a d e  b a l a n c e  d e t e r i o r a t e d  w i t h

s o m e  k e y  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  c l o t h i n g  s u p p l i e r s :  E g y p t  ( - 9 1 % ) ,  M o r o c c o  ( - 1 8 % )  a n d  T u r k e y  ( - 1 7 % ) .

T h e  E U  t r a d e  s u r p l u s  i n c r e a s e d  m a r k e d l y  w i t h  s o m e  South  Amer i can  count r ies ,  s u c h  a s  M e x i c o  ( + 7 8 % )  a n d

B r a z i l  ( + 4 3 % ) .

A m o n g  t h e  m a i n  As ian  count r ies ,  t h e  E U  t r a d e  d e f i c i t  d e t e r i o r a t e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  w i t h  M y a n m a r  ( + 8 7 % ) ,

V i e t n a m  ( + 5 6 % ) ,  C a m b o d i a  ( + 5 4 % ) ,  B a n g l a d e s h  ( + 5 3 % ) ,  P a k i s t a n  ( + 4 1 % ) ,  I n d o n e s i a  ( + 3 8 % ) ,  I n d i a  ( + 3 0 % ) ,

S r i  L a n k a  ( + 3 0 % ) ,  C h i n a  ( + 2 6 % ) ,  T h a i l a n d  ( + 2 4 % )  a n d  T a i w a n  ( + 1 6 % ) .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  t r a d e  e v o l u t i o n s

h a v e  r e s u l t e d  i n  a n  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  t r a d e  s u r p l u s  w i t h  S i n g a p o r e  ( + 7 6 % ) ,  S o u t h  K o r e a  ( + 3 7 % ) ,  J a p a n

( + 8  % ) ,  M a c a u  ( + 7 % )  a n d  H o n g  K o n g  ( + 2 % ) ;  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  a  r e d u c t i o n  o f  E U  t r a d e  d e f i c i t  w i t h  M a l a y s i a

( - 3 5 % )  a n d  P h i l i p p i n e s  ( - 3 4 % ) .  
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E U  p e r f o r m a n c e s  w i t h  other

major  t rad ing  par tners

d e l i v e r e d  p o s i t i v e  t r e n d s ,  w i t h

t r a d e  s u r p l u s  i m p r o v e m e n t s

w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  ( + 3 2 % ) ,

t h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  ( + 1 5 % )

a n d  C a n a d a  ( + 4 0 % ) ;  a s  w e l l  a s

a  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  t r a d e

b a l a n c e  w i t h  R u s s i a  ( - 3 7 % ) ,

U k r a i n e  ( - 1 1 % )  a n d  S o u t h

A f r i c a  ( - 5 % ) .

T h e  g r a p h  s u m m a r i s e s  t h e s e

t r e n d s  i n  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  t r a d e

i n  t e x t i l e s  &  c l o t h i n g  b y  E U - 2 7

t r a d e  p a r t n e r s  ( 2 0 2 2 / 2 0 2 1

v a r i a t i o n s  b a s e d  o n  v a l u e s ) :
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Evolut ion of  the EU Trade Patterns

S i n c e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  w e  c a n  n o t i c e  a  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  E U  t r a d e  p a t t e r n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e

d i s t r ibu t ion  be tween  the  in t ra  and  ex t ra -EU  t rade .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  E U  M e m b e r  S t a t e s  a r e  m o r e  a n d

m o r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  s u p p l i e r s  o u t s i d e  t h e  E U  a n d ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  f r o m  l o w  c o s t  A s i a n  c o u n t r i e s .  T h i s

r e f l e c t s  t h e  g l o b a l i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  e c o n o m y  a n d  t h e  d e l o c a l i s a t i o n  p r o c e s s  o u t s i d e  E u r o p e .  

T h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s  i n  2 0 0 8  s l o w e d - d o w n  t h e  r e l o c a t i o n  p r o c e s s  a n d  f o s t e r e d  a

r e d i r e c t i o n  o f  t r a d e  w i t h  n e a r b y  c o u n t r i e s  t o  b e n e f i t  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  a s s e t s  s u c h  a s  s e r v i c e ,  f l e x i b i l i t y

a n d  f a s t  d e l i v e r i e s .  B e t w e e n  2 0 1 0  a n d  2 0 1 9 ,  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  i n t r a  a n d  e x t r a - E U

i m p o r t s  w a s  r e l a t i v e l y  b a l a n c e d .  T h i s  e q u i l i b r i u m  i n  t h e  E U  t r a d e  p a t t e r n s  w a s  d i s r u p t e d  b y  t h e

C o v i d - 1 9  c r i s i s .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  i n t r a - E U  s h a r e  i n  T & C  i m p o r t s  r e c o r d e d  i t s  l o w e s t  v a l u e  i n  2 0 2 0  ( 4 8 % ) ,

w h i l e  t h e  e x t r a - E U  s h a r e  r e a c h e d  a  r e c o r d - h i g h  ( 5 2 % ) ,  b o o s t e d  b y  t h e  d e m a n d  o f  s e v e r a l  k e y

p r o d u c t s  i n c l u d i n g  n o n w o v e n s  a n d  f a c e  m a s k s .  

D e s p i t e  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  p r e s s u r e  f r o m  c o s t - c o m p e t i t i v e  A s i a n  s u p p l i e r s ,  i n t r a - E U  i m p o r t s  i n  2 0 2 2  s t i l l

a c c o u n t  f o r  a  l a r g e  s h a r e  o f  t o t a l  i m p o r t s .  A s  o f  t o d a y ,  h a l f  o f  o u r  i m p o r t e d  T & C  g o o d s  o r i g i n a t e

f r o m  w i t h i n  t h e  E U ,  w h e r e a s  n e a r l y  7 0 %  o f  c o m p a n i e s ’  “ e x p o r t s ”  a r e  t o  a n o t h e r  m e m b e r  s t a t e .  T h e s e

f i g u r e s  c o n f i r m  t h e  s t r a t e g i c  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  a  w e l l - f u n c t i o n i n g  E U  S i n g l e  M a r k e t ,  w h e r e

t e x t i l e  c o m p a n i e s  c a n  “ t r a d e ”  s m o o t h l y  b e t w e e n  m e m b e r  s t a t e s ,  b u i l d i n g  u p  c o m p e t i t i v e  E u r o p e a n

s u p p l y  c h a i n s .  
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Impor t s  f rom o ther  EU

count r ies ,  a s  a  share  o f  to ta l

t rade  in  tex t i l e  &  c lo th ing ,

ranged  f rom jus t  over  29  % fo r

I re land  to  91  % fo r  Luxembourg

in  2022 .  F rance ’ s  ma in  t rad ing

reg ion  fo r  the  exchange  o f  T&C

cont inued  to  be  Europe ,  wh i ch

accounted  fo r  51% o f  F rance

impor t s .  By  cont ras t ,  I t a l y ,

Spa in  and  Germany  were  ma in l y

t rad ing  w i th  in te rna t iona l

marke t s .

EXTRA & INTRA-
EU TRADE 

TEXTILE AND CLOTHING
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On the  expor t  s ide ,  the  share  o f

in t ra -EU  expor t s  inc reased  by  7

percentage  po in t s  f rom 2015 ,

denot ing  a  r i s ing  demand f rom

the  EU  in te rna l  marke t  over  the

las t  years .  Expor t s  to  o ther  EU

count r ies ,  a s  a  share  o f  to ta l

t rade  in  tex t i l e  &  c lo th ing ,

ranged  f rom jus t  over  27  % fo r

I re land  to  88  % fo r  the  C zech

Repub l i c  in  2022 .  German and

Dutch  expor t s  to  the  EU-27

amounted  to  respec t i ve l y  72%

and  82% o f  the i r  to ta l  t rade .  In

I ta l y ,  expor t s  a re  even ly  spread

across  EU  and  non-EU  count r ies

(50%/50%)
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t h e  E F T A  S t a t e s  ( S w i t z e r l a n d ,  N o r w a y ,  I c e l a n d  a n d  L i e c h t e n s t e i n ) ,

t h e  F a r o e  I s l a n d s ,

t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  B a r c e l o n a  P r o c e s s  ( A l g e r i a ,  E g y p t ,  I s r a e l ,  J o r d a n ,  L e b a n o n ,  M o r o c c o ,

P a l e s t i n e  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  S y r i a ,  T u n i s i a  a n d  T u r k e y ) ,

t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  E U ' s  S t a b i l i s a t i o n  a n d  A s s o c i a t i o n  P r o c e s s  ( A l b a n i a ,  B o s n i a  a n d

H e r z e g o v i n a ,  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  N o r t h  M a c e d o n i a ,  M o n t e n e g r o ,  S e r b i a  a n d  K o s o v o ) ,

t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  M o l d o v a ,  G e o r g i a  a n d  U k r a i n e .

Methodologica l  note

T h e  m a i n  c o u n t r y  g r o u p i n g s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a r e :

*  EFTA  &  UK :  I c e l a n d ,  L i e c h t e n s t e i n ,  N o r w a y ,  S w i t z e r l a n d  &  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m

*  NAFTA :  U S A ,  C a n a d a ,  M e x i c o

*  SOUTHERN NE IGHBOURHOOD :  A l g e r i a ,  E g y p t ,  I s r a e l ,  J o r d a n ,  L i b y a ,  M o r o c c o ,  S y r i a ,  T u n i s i a ,

P a l e s t i n e  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  T u r k e y

*  EASTERN NE IGHBOURHOOD :  A r m e n i a ,  A z e r b a i j a n ,  G e o r g i a ,  B e l a r u s ,  M o l d o v a ,  U k r a i n e ,  R u s s i a

*  SOUTH EAST  EUROPE :  A l b a n i a ,  B o s n i a  &  H e r z e g o v i n a ,  K o s o v o ,  M a c e d o n i a ,  M o n t e n e g r o ,  S e r b i a

*  MERCOSUR :  A r g e n t i n a ,  B r a z i l ,  P a r a g u a y ,  U r u g u a y

*  SAARC :  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  B a n g l a d e s h ,  B h u t a n ,  I n d i a ,  M a l d i v e s ,  N e p a l ,  P a k i s t a n ,  S r i  L a n k a

*  ASEAN :  B r u n e i ,  C a m b o d i a ,  I n d o n e s i a ,  L a o s ,  M a l a y s i a ,  M y a n m a r ,  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  S i n g a p o r e ,  T h a i l a n d ,

V i e t n a m

*  EAST  AS IA :  J a p a n ,  S o u t h  K o r e a ,  T a i w a n ,  C h i n a

*  ACP :  A f r i c a ,  C a r i b b e a n  a n d  P a c i f i c  c o u n t r i e s

*  OTHER :  R e s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  

BOX1 :  Ukra ine ,  t h e  E U  t r a d e  w i t h  U k r a i n e

BOX2 :  “ Pan-Euromed ” :  

BOX3 :  BREX IT ,  t h e  E U  t r a d e  w i t h  U K
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E v e n  t h o u g h  Ch ina  r e m a i n e d  t h e  m a i n  E U  s u p p l i e r

w i t h  a  t o t a l  o f  € 4 3 . 2  b i l l i o n ,  d o w n  b y  - 2 3 %  f r o m  t h e

p r e v i o u s  y e a r ,  t h i s  s u p p l i e r  h a s  s e e n  i t s  m a r k e t  s h a r e

d i m i n i s h i n g  s t e a d i l y  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r ,  r e a c h i n g  3 1 %  o f

t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  s h i p p e d  t o  t h e  E U  i n  2 0 2 2 .   2 0 2 0

w a s  a n  e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h a t  t r e n d ,  a s  t h e  m a r k e t  s h a r e  o f

C h i n a  j u m p e d  t o  a  4 2 %  r e c o r d ,  b o o s t e d  b y  t h e

d e m a n d  f o r  f a c e  m a s k s  a n d  p e r s o n a l  p r o t e c t i v e

e q u i p m e n t  ( P P E )  i n  t h e  w a k e  o f  t h e  C o v i d - 1 9

p a n d e m i c .  T h i s  c o n s t a n t  e r o s i o n  i s  m a i n l y  d u e  t o

s u p p l i e r s ’  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n .

SHARE OF
REGIONS IN
IMPORTS

TEXTILE AND CLOTHING
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W i t h  C h i n a  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t o d a y  9 4 %  o f  i m p o r t s  f r o m

E a s t  A s i a ,  w e  c a n  n o t i c e  s i m i l a r  t r a d e  p a t t e r n s  f o r  t h a t

r e g i o n :  t h e  l e a d i n g  r o l e  o f  Eas t  As ia  i n  e x t r a - E U

i m p o r t s  d e c l i n e d  r a p i d l y  f r o m  a  4 4 %  r e c o r d  i n  2 0 2 0 ,

f o l l o w i n g  t h e  C o v i d - 1 9  o u t b r e a k ,  t o  3 3 %  i n  2 0 2 2  ( a

s h a r e  t h a t  r e m a i n s  h i g h e r  t h a n  b e f o r e  t h e  p a n d e m i c ) .

C o n t r a s t i n g  w i t h  E a s t  A s i a  p a t t e r n ,  t h e  SAARC  z o n e

h a s  g r o w n  s t e a d i l y  s i n c e  2 0 0 1 ,  d o u b l i n g  i t s  s h a r e  i n

t h e  E U ’ s  t e x t i l e  &  c l o t h i n g  i m p o r t s  f r o m  1 4 %  i n  2 0 0 1

t o  2 8 %  i n  2 0 2 2 .  T h i s  i m p r e s s i v e  g r o w t h  i s  m a i n l y  d u e

t o  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  B a n g l a d e s h ,  w h i c h  c o n t r o l s

t o d a y  1 6 %  o f  t o t a l  E U  i m p o r t s  ( a g a i n s t  4 %  i n  2 0 0 1 ) .

C o m p a n i e s  i n  t h e  ASEAN a r e a  w e r e  q u i t e  d y n a m i c ,

a l l o w i n g  t h e m  t o  c o n t r o l  a  g r o w i n g  E U  i m p o r t  m a r k e t

s h a r e  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  T h e  s h a r e  w e n t  u p  f r o m  9 %  i n

2 0 2 1  t o  1 1 %  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .

A m o n g  t h e  o t h e r  m a i n  s u p p l y i n g  z o n e s ,  t h e  Southern

Ne ighbourhood  c o u n t r i e s ,  w h i c h  h a v e  l o n g  b e n e f i t e d

f r o m  t h e i r  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  E U - 2 7  m a r k e t s ,  h a v e

c o n s i d e r a b l y  w e a k e n e d  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  s i n c e  2 0 0 3 ,  w i t h

a n  E U  i m p o r t ’ s  s h a r e  s h r i n k i n g  f r o m  2 7 %  t o  1 5 %  i n

2 0 2 0 .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  m a r k e t  s h a r e  j u m p e d  t o  1 8 %  i n

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r s ,  f o l l o w i n g  i n c r e a s e d  s u p p l i e r

d i v e r s i t y  i n i t i a t i v e s  f r o m  b u y e r s  a n d  n e a r s h o r i n g .  

T h e s e  f o u r  z o n e s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  9 0 %  o f  t o t a l  e x t r a - E U

t e x t i l e s  a n d  c l o t h i n g  i m p o r t s  i n  2 0 2 2 ,  a g a i n s t  7 1 %  t h e

p r e v i o u s  y e a r .
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Box 1 : Ukraine

Textiles and Apparel is an important sector of the
Ukrainian economy. Around 2.500 companies
employ over 100.000 workers across different
segments of the industry. 40% of their production is
exported, with European being the most important
destination. 

In 2022, total T&C trade between EU and Ukraine
reached €1.6 bn. Ukraine was the 23rd supplier of
the EU and its 15th customer. The main traded
products include clothing articles and made-up
textiles.

The Accession Agreement and its Deep and
Comprehensive Free Trade Area has been in force
for more than 6 years now. The agreement facilitates
trade by making customs procedures more efficient
and by gradual approximation of Ukrainian
legislation, rules and procedures, including
standards, to those of the EU.

The Russian invasion has a devastating impact on
the Ukrainian economy, but many textile companies
continue their production, i.e. in supplying military
fabrics. The proposed cutting of duties by the EU
and the inclusion of Ukraine in the PEM Convention
(on rules of origin) should give further support to its
industry.

EURATEX has launched the EU-Ukraine Textile
Initiative in cooperation with Ukrlegprom, to
promote cooperation between  both sides.



   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
   Data source:  IHS, based on EUROSTAT

T h e  E U - 2 7  e x p o r t s  o f  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g ,

c h a r a c t e r i s e d  b y  h i g h  v a l u e - a d d e d  p r o d u c t s ,  a r e  a

m a j o r  d r i v e r  f o r  t h e  s o u n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e

c o m p a n i e s ’  t u r n o v e r  o n  a  y e a r l y  b a s i s .  E v e n  t h o u g h

a v e r a g e  p r i c e s  a r e  a b o v e  w o r l d  l e v e l s ,  E U  c o m p a n i e s

a r e  s u p p l y i n g  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  a c r o s s  t h e  w o r l d ,  t h u s

r e d u c i n g  t h e i r  g e o g r a p h i c a l  r i s k .  

O t h e r  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  n e i g h b o u r h o o d  r e g i o n s

a r e  t h e  l a r g e s t  t r a d i n g  p a r t n e r s  o f  t h e  E U - 2 7 .  A s  a

m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  t h e  t o p - f o u r  m a i n  c o u n t r y  g r o u p i n g s  (

E F T A  &  U K ,  E a s t e r n  &  S o u t h e r n  N e i g h b o u r h o o d  a s  w e l l

a s  S o u t h - E a s t  E u r o p e )  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  5 1 %  o f  t o t a l  E U

e x p o r t s  i n  2 0 2 2 .  I n  s p i t e  o f  i t s  m o d e s t  s i z e ,  EFTA  as

we l l  a s  UK  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  2 8 %  o f  t o t a l  E U  e x p o r t s  w i t h

m o r e  t h a n  €  1 9  b i l l i o n  s o l d  t o  t h e s e  m a r k e t s  l a s t  y e a r .

W i t h  a  r e s p e c t i v e  s h a r e  o f  1 3 %  a n d  6 % ,  t h e  Southern

and  Eas te rn  Ne ighbourhood  w a s  a l s o  p l a y i n g  a n

i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  f o r  E U  c o m p a n i e s .

A m o n g  A s i a n  r e g i o n s ,  E u r o p e a n  e x p o r t e r s  p e r f o r m e d

r e l a t i v e l y  w e l l  i n  Eas t  As ia ,  i n c l u d i n g  C h i n a  ( 1 4 %

m a r k e t  s h a r e ) .  W i t h  a  s h a r e  o f  a l m o s t  1 6 % ,  t h e  NAFTA

r e g i o n  w a s  t h e  s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  p a r t n e r  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n

U n i o n .

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  o t h e r  d e s t i n a t i o n  m a r k e t s  ( Mercosur ,

ASEAN,  SAARC  and  ACP )  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  8 %  o f  t o t a l  E U

e x p o r t s  i n  2 0 2 2 .
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Box 1 : Pan-Euromed

The Pan-Euromed, covering the EU’s neighbourhood
region*, is an important region for the EU-27, as
trade with these countries accounted for €677
billion. For the EU textile and clothing sector, the
region represented 35% of its exports in 2022,
against 32% 10 years ago. Last year exports rose
significantly (+15%), reaching more than € 23 billion.  

As of 1 September 2021, the new rules became
applicable. They seek to modernise and update the
rules of origin contained in the EU’s preferential
trade agreements with countries in the Pan-Euro-
Mediterranean (PEM) region, by making them more
flexible and user-friendly. The aim of this is to
promote economic integration and facilitate trade in
the area.

* See Methodological note



A m o n g  E u r o p e  a n d  t h e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d  r e g i o n s ,  t h e  E U  r e c o r d e d  t h e  l a r g e s t  t r a d e  s u r p l u s  w i t h  €  1 4  b i l l i o n  i n

2 0 2 2  ( a  + 9 3 %  c o m p a r e d  t o  1 0  y e a r s  a g o )  w i t h  EFTA  &  UK ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  Eas te rn  Ne ighbourhood  a n d

South-Eas t  Europe  w i t h  r e s p e c t i v e l y  €  2 . 8  b i l l i o n  a n d  €  4 1 0  m i l l i o n .  B y  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  E U 2 7  h a s  a  s u b s t a n t i a l

t r a d e  d e f i c i t  w i t h  Southern  Ne ighbourhood  ( €  - 1 5 . 9  b i l l i o n ) ,  w h i c h  d e e p e n e d  f u r t h e r  a s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h

2 0 2 1 .

T h e  E U - 2 7 ’ s  t r a d e  d e f i c i t  w i t h  t h e  m a i n  A s i a n  g r o u p i n g s  h a s  g r o w n  c o n s i d e r a b l y  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  T o d a y ,  t h e

t r a d e  d e f i c i t  w i t h  Eas t  As ia  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t ,  w i t h  €  - 3 6  b i l l i o n  i n  2 0 2 2  ( a  4 2 %  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  c o m p a r e d  t o  1 0

y e a r s  a g o  a n d  a  2 6 %  c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 2 1 ) .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  d e f i c i t  o v e r  t h e  2 0 1 3 - 2 0 2 2  p e r i o d  i n c r e a s e d  s h a r p l y

w i t h  b o t h ,  ASEAN a n d  SAARC  r e g i o n s ,  r e a c h i n g  r e s p e c t i v e l y  €  - 1 3  b i l l i o n  a n d  €  - 3 8  b i l l i o n  i n  2 0 2 2 .

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  E U ’ s  t r a d e  s u r p l u s  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  m a i n  r e g i o n s  h a s  g r o w n  c o n t i n u o u s l y  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  T o d a y ,

t h e  t r a d e  s u r p l u s  w i t h  NAFTA  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h ,  a m o u n t i n g  t o  a l m o s t  €  8  b i l l i o n  ( a  1 1 9 %  i n c r e a s e  c o m p a r e d

t o  1 0  y e a r s  a g o  a n d  a  3 9 %  i n c r e a s e  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  2 0 2 1 ) .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  E U  h a s  a  t r a d e  s u r p l u s  w i t h  ACP

c o u n t r i e s  €  9 7 7  m i l l i o n  a n d  MERCOSUR €  3 0 6  m i l l i o n ,  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  r e s p e c t i v e l y  2 %  a n d  5 5 % ,  c o m p a r e d

w i t h  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .
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S P R I N G  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3  •  P A G E  4 0

EU TRADE
BALANCE WITH
MAIN REGIONS

TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

Box 3 : Brexit

After more than two years after Brexit, trade data
show an impressive drop of imports and exports of
textile goods between the EU and UK, with significant
losses for companies on both sides.

Since 2020, EU recorded a dramatic fall in imports
(-54%, corresponding to over € 3 billion) and in
exports (-20%, corresponding to more than € 2
billion). Among the T&C sectors, clothing articles are
facing the most severe drop in both imports and
exports. UK’s market share in EU exports dropped
from 19% in 2020 to 12% in 2022.  Despite these
alarming figures, the UK continues to be one of the
most important export market for EU textile and
clothing. 
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EXTRA EU-27 TRADE

BY SUB-SECTOR



   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
   Data source:  IHS, based on EUROSTAT

S P R I N G  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3  •  P A G E  4 3

EXTRA EU-27 TRADE BY PRODUCT FAMILY
IN VALUE
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EXTRA EU-27 TRADE BY PRODUCT FAMILY
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EXTRA EU-27 TRADE BY PRODUCT FAMILY,
IN VOLUME
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NATURAL FIBRES' MAIN PARTNERS, 
IN VALUE
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MAN-MADE FIBRES' MAIN PARTNERS, 
IN VALUE
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YARNS AND THREADS' MAIN PARTNERS, 
IN VALUE
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WOVEN FABRICS' MAIN PARTNERS, 
IN VALUE
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KNITTED FABRICS' MAIN PARTNERS, 
IN VALUE
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CARPETS' MAIN PARTNERS, 
IN VALUE
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TECHNICAL TEXTILES*' MAIN PARTNERS, 
IN VALUE
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HOME TEXTILES' MAIN PARTNERS, 
IN VALUE
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WORKWEAR MAIN PARTNERS, 
IN VALUE
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MEN'S CLOTHING MAIN PARTNERS, 
IN VALUE
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WOMEN'S CLOTHING MAIN PARTNERS, 
IN VALUE



    * Knitted and woven articles, including babies’ garment, t-shirts, hosiery and clothing accessories
    Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
   Source:  EURATEX, based on IHS
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OTHER GARMENTS* MAIN PARTNERS, 
IN VALUE
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EXTRA EU-27 BY MAIN
PARTNERS

2013 - 2022 YEARLY
EVOLUTION  &
ANALYSIS BY
PRODUCT FAMILY 

BY COUNTRY & REGION
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AUSTRALIA
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BANGLADESH &
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BANGLADESH
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CAMBODIA
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CANADA
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CHINA
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HONG KONG
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HONG KONG
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HONG KONG
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